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Sugar Crops 
 

DESCRIPTION 
In Wisconsin, the major sugar crops are apples, cranberries and cherries. In all cases, the crop 
consists of fruit  (sugar and pulp), inedible seeds or pits, and, in the case of cranberries, 
lignocellulosic biomass in the plant. In addition to the fruit, there are crop residues. 

CLASSIFICATION 
Starches & sugars, lignocellulosic biomass 

SOURCE INDUSTRY 
See the Grains & Crops industry roadmap. 

ANNUAL VOLUME GENERATED IN WISCONSIN 
Apples, 29,000 tons; cranberries, 160,400 tons; cherries, 2,000 tons1 

CURRENT APPLICATIONS 
Human consumption; wine and beverage making 

PRICE  
Apples, $780/ton fresh, $76 processed; cranberries, $644/ton; cherries, $1,100 fresh, $1,020 
processed 

APPLICABLE BIOREFINING PROCESSES 
Aerobic digestion/composting, anaerobic digestion, fermentation of 6-carbon sugars and 
starches 
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